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Introduction

* Most headlines regarding Mexico have
something to do with the Cartel war

* Between 125,000-150,000 homicides
were related to organized crime

» Cartels receive between 19-29 billion
dollars a year from the United States

* To put an end to cartel violence it is
crucial to understand they are different
than their media portrayals.




The shared
responsibility

 Most of the cartel business comes from
the United States

 The creation of the Merida Initiative in
2008

* American tourists demand for drugs
beginning to effect Mexico’s economy




Tourists effect on
Cartels

* Mexico has over 20 million tourists
visiting every year

* Cartels understand that hurting
tourism will hurt the countries
economy, so they act accordingly

* |n 2021 a shootout between two
rival cartels happened in a Hyatt Ziva
in Puerto Morelos

* More recently there has been more
violence spilling into tourist areas
beginning to hurt Mexico’s GDP




Media coverage and its
effects

Many tv series and movies have been
made about cartels some notable ones
being Narcos Mexico and Sicario

Cartels are frequently depicted as
violent organizations made up of
uneducated men

The Mexican army views Narcos with a
very different uniform than theirs

By emphasizing such a difference
between the two the government can
send many young men to their deaths
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Corruption in the Americas

The extent of the
Cartels influence

 Cartels have such a strong influence
that in certain communities they are
seen as the figures of authority

* El Senor de Los Cielos had connections
as high as the head of Mexico’s anti
drug agency

e With so much corruption it makes it
difficult for the Mexican people to pick a
side in the ongoing war between cartels
and the government
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Mexico’s fight against
corruption

e With the amount of corruption in the
Mexican government it is incredibly
difficult for politicians to fight it

* The Michoacanazo was a landmark trial
in Mexico’s history in fighting corruption

* President Felipe Calderon’s efforts to
fight corruption in Mexico




Are Mexican Cartels
helpful to Mexico?

* “Mexico probably made more
money in 2009 moving drugs than it
did exporting oil...”

* Cartel cash propped up Mexican
banks saving them from a financial
crisis

* C(Cartels launder their money through

legitimate businesses providing
many a livable wage

* The Sinaloa cartel gave out care
packages during the start of the
Covid-19 outbreak in Mexico




Works Cited

“Mexico Drug War Fast Facts.” CNN, Cable News Network, 20 Mar. 2022, https://www.cnn.com/2013/09/02/world/americas/mexico-drug-war-fast-facts.
Dulin, Adam. “Mexican Cartel Negotiative Interactions with the State.” Trends in Organized

Crime, vol. 22, no. 2, June 2019, pp. 210-30. EBSCOhost,
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=edshol&AN=edshol.hein.journals.trndorgc22.16&site=eds-live&scope=site.

| “"

Ferreyra, Gabriel. “The Michoacanazo: A Case-Study of Wrongdoing in the Mexican Federal Judiciary.” Mexican Law Review, vol. 8, July 2015, pp. 3-31.
EBSCOhost, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mexlaw.2015.12.001.

Gallaher, Carolyn. “Mexico, the Failed State Debate, and the Mérida Fix.” Geographical Journal, vol. 182, no. 4, Dec. 2016, pp. 331-41. EBSCOhost,
https://doi.org/10.1111/ge0j.12166.

Kevin Sieff. “Tourist Drug Demand Is Bringing Cartel Violence to Mexico’s Resorts.”

Washington Post, The, 2021 12AD. EBSCOhost, https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip,sso&db=bwh &AN=wapo.4f2b0126-64e8-
1lec-a7e8-3a8455b71fad&site=eds-live&scope=site.

Savinar, William and Oswaldo Zavala. Drug Cartels Do Not Exist: Narcotrafficking in US and Mexican Culture. Vanderbilt niversity Press, 2022. Project MUSE
muse.jhu.edu/book/101059.

Lange, Jason. “From Spas to Banks, Mexico Economy Rides on Drugs.” Reuters, Thomson Reuters, 22 Jan. 2010, https:// www.reuters.com/article/us-drugs-
mexico-economy/from-spas-to-banks-mexico-economy-rides-on-drugs-idUSTRE60L0X120100122.

Weiss, Sandra. “Mexico Drug Cartels Offer Charity during Pandemic — DW — 04/26/2020.” Dw.com, Deutsche Welle, 26 Apr. 2020,
https://www.dw.com/en/mexico-drug-cartels-turn-charities-in-coronavirus-pandemic/a-53222555.




	Slide 1: Mexican Drug Cartels
	Slide 2: Introduction
	Slide 3: The shared responsibility
	Slide 4: Tourists effect on Cartels
	Slide 5: Media coverage and its effects
	Slide 6: The extent of the Cartels influence
	Slide 7: Mexico’s fight against corruption
	Slide 8: Are Mexican Cartels helpful to Mexico?
	Slide 9: Works Cited

